
INTERESTED IN JOINING 

THE CLUB? 

 
With each membership, a membership card and 
ATRSC Official Guidebook is sent out to new 
members. The Tan Tribune is a bimonthly 
newsletter you will receive as a member of the 
club. 

NEW MEMBER FEES: 

Single: $13.00  Husb/Wife $17.00 
Youth: $10.00  Family: $20.00  Lifetime: $80.00 

RENEWAL FEES: 
Single: $8.00  Hus/Wife $12.00 

Youth: $5.00   Family: $15.00 Lifetime:  $75.00 
 

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE: NEW  OR  RENEWAL 

I wish to become a member of the American Tan 
Rabbit Specialty Club and agree that if I am 
accepted, to abide by the Constitution, By-Laws 
and Rules of the Club and to future the interest 
of the Tan Rabbit whenever possible. 

Recommended by:______________________ 

Name:__________________________________  

Street 
Address:________________________________ 

City:__________________________  

State:________ Zip:________________ 

Country:___________ Phone #: _________ ___ 

E-mail address:___________________________ 

About the 

Tan breed  

 

 

 

 

Date of publication 

 

 

Mail membership 

applications to: 

 

Virginia Akin 

ATRSC 

Secretary/Treasurer 

718 CR 216 

Sweetwater, TX 

79556-8020 

Home: (325) 236-4032 

Fax: (325) 236-2687 

tanrbt@sbcglobal.net 

www.atrsc.org 

òThe Aristocrat of the 

Fancyó 

An informational brochure 

about the Tan breed 

including history, care and 

club information. 

 

http://www.ATRSC.org 



BREED HISTORY:  

The original color of the Tan rabbit was black. 
The first known examples of the breed date 

back to 1887 in Derbyshire, England. The 
original Tans were a good deal larger than our 

English type Tans of today. The Blue Tan was 

developed at the turn of the century and 
these two colors held the field until the 1920ôs 

when the Chocolate Tan was developed. It 
was suspected it came about by crossing a 

black Tan and a chocolate Havana. It wasn't 

long after that the Lilac Tan came into being 
by blending the chocolate factor with the blue.  

ABOUT THE ATRSC:  

The American Tan Rabbit Specialty Club 
(ATRSC) is a very friendly national club, 

chartered by the American Rabbit Breeders 
Association (ARBA). The 

club was organized to unite 

all Tan breeders in a closer 
bond of cooperation and to 

advance the interests 
of the breed.  

In addition to local, state 
and national shows, we 

have our Annual All Tan show, held 
somewhere in the United States.  

ABOUT THE BREED:  

No greater challenge can be had than working 
with the ñAristocrat of the Fancy.ò For 

exquisite, beautiful color and pattern, he has 

no superior. The contrast of the rich, fiery tan 
with bright lustrous body color charms the eye 

of the beholder. He is a very friendly little 
fellow. The does mother litters of satisfactory 

size. A large number of offspring in each litter 

of Tans of fine breeding can and will compete 
very well on the show table.  

 

The Tan possesses a neat, compact, well-knit 

body. Head, ears and limbs balance with the 
body length and bone structure. The coat 

should possess a sheen designed to enhance 

the color and pattern.   

The Tan is a hardy little rabbit and does well 
indoors and out. They require no special 

feeding and are not heavy consumers, which 

is a desired factor in today's high cost of feed. 
At the ideal weight of 4 -1/2 lbs, the Tan 

requires average space. Mature bucks and 
does may be cooped in 24ñ x 24ò cages and 

do quite well. The does and litters need a 30ò 

x 30ò or larger cage. The ideal daily feeding 
ration is a heaping ½  cup of pellets. 

The Tan rabbit falls into the med ium class of 
fancy breeds, maturing between 4 - 6 pounds 

at six months of age. They are shown in four 
classes: senior bucks, senior does, and junior 

bucks and junior does. They are considered 
juniors up to the age of six months.  

BREEDING SUGGESTIONS:  

Two methods of breeding blacks are by using 
black to black only or by using black to blue. 
This can be done fairly continuously or as 

intermittently as every third or fifth 

generation. Each method has its advantages 
and has produced excellent offspring. Much is 

contingent on the quality of stock to begin 
with and the knowledge of the breeder.  

Blue to blue breeding is not encouraged as 
the blue Tan is already a dilute of the black 

and only continues to dilute the Tan color. 
The two methods of breeding chocolates are 

chocolate to chocolate or chocolate to a lilac 

Tan. Again, breeding two lilacs together is not 
encouraged for the same reasons given to the 

blue breeding. 

For the new breeder just 

getting started, it  is a 
challenge. For those 

who are ñhookedò on 
Tans, it is both a 

challenge and a never 
ending climb towards 

perfection in type and 

color. Many people get 
very excited over the 

attractiveness of Tans as 
a breed. In the same 

period, lots of breeders 

try Tans and give up after a year or two. The 
fact of the matter is that successful raising 

and showing Tans takes more than just liking 
them. The first requirement of raising any 

breed, and especially Tans, should be one of 

attitude. The second requirement is patience! 
As the saying goes, ñAll good things come in 

timeò and that is more than true with Tans. 


